particularly after the Congress surrendered the Mini-
stries, have challenged the wisdom of the Congress
leadership in refusing ito set up multiple ministries.
Official propaganda has been busy in attributing the
growth of the Two Nations theory to the fact tha the
Congress set up (their own ministries.
Underlying this charge is an unexpressed implica-
tion which is dangerous to the country as a whole and
therefore unacceptable. That implication is that India
is not a nation and should never be a nation; that it
consists and should consist of the Hindu community
and the Muslim community in constant conflict; that
the Congress is and must be a Hindu body; that every
attempt to enrol Muslim members in the fold of
Nationalism is an attempt to submerge the minority.
This is Mr. Jinnah's thesis. Curiously it is also Prof.
Coupland's, though thinly disguised.
Nationhood is not a matter of religion or race, but
it is one of communities purposively willing them-
selves into a nation and pursuing collective action un-
der the urge of such a will. The antagonism which,
subsisted between the Hindus and Muslims in the past
had been adjusted when the British came on the scene.
The Great Indian Revolt of 1857 was a national revolt
around the memories of the Mughal empire against the
foreign domination of the East India Company. The
Indian National Congress was similarly brought into
existence by Hindus, Mussalmans and Europeans as
the expression of the national will against the British
domination of this country. From 1885 till 1909 the
Hindus and Mussalmans were together on the Con-
gress platform to fight foreign rule.
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